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U.S. Drought Monitor

Southeast

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None |D0-D4|D1-D4 |D2-D4 JokEsr EENoK]
current | 26.21 | 73.79 | 59.43 | 39.29 | 24.34 | 8.11
Last Week | o5 86 | 74.14 | 59.78 | 40.41 | 27.91 | 10.41
(02142012 map)
3 Months Ago | 41 37 | 59,63 | 47.52 | 34.31 [ 2365 | 0.00
(11/22/2011 magp)
Start of
Calendar Year |40.38 | 59.62 | 43.05 | 28.62 | 18.71 | 0.00
(12272011 map)
Start of
water Year |42.24 |57.76 | 41.82 |31.77 | 23.48 | 0.00
(02772011 map)
One YearAgo | ¢ 15 19382 | 66.90 [22.50 | 3.35 | 0.00
(02/15/2011 map)
Intensity:

00 Abnormally Dry

D1 Drought - Moderate

D2 Drought - Severe

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

- D3 Drought - Extreme
- D4 Drought - Excepbonal

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu

February 21, 2012

Valid 7 a.m. EST

USDA P & &

’ (5 A
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Released Thursday, February 23, 2012
Mark Svoboda, National Drought Mitigation Center



Cumulative Rainfall Deficits

Past 30 days

Past 180 days

http://water.weather.gov/precip/

Georgia: Current 30-Day Departure from Normal Precipitation
Valid at 2/27/2012 1200 UTC- Created 2/28/12 0:07 UTC
- o

Georgia: Current 180-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation
Valid at 2/27/2012 1200 UTC- Created 2/28/12 0:22 UTC




day Rainfall Totals

7/

Georgia: Current 7-Day Observed Precipitation
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Realtime stream flow compared with historical
monthly averages

Previous Month: Current;:

Honday, February 06, 2012 12:30ET Sunday, February 26, 2012

ZUSGS ZUSGS http://waterwatch.usgs.gov



http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/

Below Normal 7-day Average Streamflows

Previous month:

Below normal 7-day average

streamflow as compared with
historical streamflow for day shown

Current:

http://waterwatch.usgs.gov



http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/

Lake Lanier Inflows

Duration hydreograph of 28-day average streamflow for USGS 02333500
(Drainage Area: 153 square miles, Length of Record: 81 years)
0

Chestatee near
Dahlonega
(02333500)

28-day average discharge, in cubic feet per second
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http://waterwatch.usgs.gov ZUSGS WaterWatch T

Duration hydrograph of 28-day average streamflow for USGS 02331600
(Drainage Area: 315 sgquare miles, Length of Record: 53 years)
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Chattahoochee near B
Cornelia (02331600 ;
Explanation - Percentile classes | H
.IIIIII# z
10t percentic, 10-24 | 25-75 | 76-90 BOthpercetie oo g
Muchbelow | Belaw Aboy Muct T e
Ll:l:ﬂ'lrﬂ'f“ " LG "{gl Harmal L ':'-I"'fl u;c'-ﬂ"llf'ﬂb:lw Jan FebMar Apr Mawdun Jul Aug Sep Oct Mow Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr MayJun Jul Aug Sep Oct Mov Dec

2011 2012

ZUSGS WaterWatch Last updated: 2012-02-27


http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/

Lake Lanier Levels (02334400)
for Previous 60 Days

USGS 02334400 LAKE SIDNEY LANIER NEAR BUFORD, GA
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Elevation of reservoir water surface
abowve datun, feet
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Current Streamflows

Duraticn hydrograph of 28-day average streamflow for USGS 02339500
(Drainage Area: 3550 square miles, Length of Record: 114 years
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Chattahoochee at West
Point (02339500)

1000

28-day average discharge, in cubic feet per second

200

Duration hydrograph of 28-day average streamflow for USGS 02356000
(Drainage ARrea: 7570 square miles, Length of Record: 103 years)
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http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/

Streamflows

Duraticon hydrograph of 28-day average streamflow for USGS 02358000
(Drainage Area: 17200.00 square miles, Length of Record: 88 years)
200000

100000

Apalachicola at
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http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/

Groundwater Status
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http://groundwaterwatch.usgs.gov/

Apalachicola National Estuarine
Research Reserve

East Bafl
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ty at East Bay Bottom
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Daily Average Salinity at Cat Point
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ty at Dry Bar
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USACE — ACF
eservoir Forecasts

Water Management

USACE, Mobile
District

NATIONAL INTEGRATED DROUGHT INFORMATION SYSTEM
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../simres/simres/SIMRES.EXE

Elevation in FT NGVD

Lanier Action Zones and Actual 2012 Elevations
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- West Point Action Zones and Actual 2012 Elevations
- Elevation in FT MSL
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192.00 Elevation in ET MSL W.F. George Action Zones and Actual 2012 Elevations
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Elevation in FT NGVD Jim Woodruff Actual & Projected 2012 Elevations
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2012 ACF Basin Composite Conservation & Flood Storage
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5-Day Precipitation Forecast

http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/dayl-5.shtml



7-day average Pacific Ocean SST Anomalies

Observed Sea Surface Temperoture (*C)

SST Anomalies
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http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/MJO/enso.shtml



850 mb Winds
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Precipitation Outlook

1-month

3-month (MAM)

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30c



U.S. Drought Outlook

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook

Drought Tendency During the Valid Period
Valid for February16 -May 31, 2012
—_Released February 16, 2012
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N o5

Some
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Improvement Dévelopment PSS Development

KEY:

5 - Persistence

- rought to persist or

intengify P No Drought @
Posted/Predicted =

Drought ongoing, some
. improvement Depicts large-scale trends based on subjectively derived probabilities guided

by short- and long-range statistical and dynamical forecasts. Short-term events
Drought likely to improve, - such as individual storms — cannot be accurately forecast more than a few days in advance.

Persistence

impacts ease Use caution for applications -- such as crops -- that can be affected by such events.

"Ongoing” drought areas are approximated from the Drought Monitor (D1 to D4 intensity).
Drought development For weekly drought updates, see the latest U.S. Drought Monitor. NOTE: the green improvement
Iikely areas imply at least a 1-category improvement in the Drought Monitor intensity levels,

but do not necessarily imply drought elimination.



ﬂ%'mh Streanilleve

Forecasits |
Ap@ﬂ@@hn@@ﬂ@ W@ﬁ@[f@h@@] Lake Lanier Inflows
SoutheastRiverFoliecastCenter: Varchi2012
Whitesburg
Lovejoy
Above Normal WestPart |
‘ Near Normal
Below Normal Columbus
WF George Albany
Columbus
Woodruff

Blountstown



3:Month MeanlDaily-+—— .~
“Streamflow/Eorecasts

A[@@”@@hﬁ@ﬂ@ Watershed Lake Lanier Inflows
SoutheastRiveRREoiecastCenter March = Mays2012
Whitesburg
Lovejoy
Above Normal
ill
@ Near Normal West Point Carsonville
Below Normal
Columbus
WF George Albany
Columbus

Woodruff

Blountstown



Summary

* Recent rains have provided some relief from drought,
though streamflows and ground water levels in the
southern part of the basin remain very low

* The steep gradient from exceptional drought in a band
along the middle of the coastal plan, to no drought in the
north remains

* Outlooks for streamflows and precipitation indicate that
drought conditions will continue in the basin for at least
three months

* La Nina conditions are weakening

* Though a third La Nifa year in a row is rare, we need to
remain prepared for this possibility
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Next scheduled briefing

20 March



Southeast Climate Perspectives Map

Local Station Perspectiv Regional Map Perspective
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