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WY2004 HighlightsWY2004 Highlights
Record warmth in OctoberRecord warmth in October
Freezing drizzle storm for Halloween, cloudyFreezing drizzle storm for Halloween, cloudy
Good early snows over SW ColoradoGood early snows over SW Colorado
Cold and Cold and snowcoveredsnowcovered on the Western Slope midwinteron the Western Slope midwinter
Fairly dry and dull midwinter elsewhereFairly dry and dull midwinter elsewhere
A cold FebruaryA cold February
Very warm and dry MarchVery warm and dry March
Wet April Wet April ---- Hurray!Hurray!
Oops, warm and dry again in MayOops, warm and dry again in May
Cool and damp summer east of mountainsCool and damp summer east of mountains
Hot and dry to the westHot and dry to the west
Moisture onslaught into Western Colorado in SeptemberMoisture onslaught into Western Colorado in September



Water Year 2004 temperature departures Water Year 2004 temperature departures 
from 1971from 1971--2000 average2000 average

Water Year 2004
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University Camp University Camp SnotelSnotel



Upper San Juan Upper San Juan SnotelSnotel



Tower Tower SnotelSnotel



Hoosier Pass Hoosier Pass SnotelSnotel



April 1 SnowpackApril 1 Snowpack



April 2004 precipitation as percent April 2004 precipitation as percent 
of averageof average



May 1 SnowpackMay 1 Snowpack



Summer 2004 (MaySummer 2004 (May––Sep) precipitation as a Sep) precipitation as a 
percent of the 1971percent of the 1971--2000 average2000 average



Water Year 2004 precipitation as a percent of the Water Year 2004 precipitation as a percent of the 
19711971--2000 average2000 average



Animas River at Durango HydrographAnimas River at Durango Hydrograph
Note the surge in late season runoffNote the surge in late season runoff



Colorado River at Colorado River at DotseroDotsero HydrographHydrograph



St. St. VrainVrain at Longmont Hydrographat Longmont Hydrograph



Reservoir Storage LevelsReservoir Storage Levels
Colorado Statewide Reservoir Levels on October 1st
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SummarySummary

A mild winter againA mild winter again
Another year with below average snowmelt Another year with below average snowmelt 
runoffrunoff
Generous growing season precipitation east of Generous growing season precipitation east of 
the mountainsthe mountains
Coolest summer in a Coolest summer in a looonglooong timetime
Improvements in soil moistureImprovements in soil moisture
Reservoirs hung in thereReservoirs hung in there
Significant runoff from rainsSignificant runoff from rains



Overall:Overall:
Continued Continued 
Softening Softening 
Of Drought Of Drought 
IntensityIntensity





And How About CoCoRaHS?And How About CoCoRaHS?



CoCoRaHS!CoCoRaHS!

A great year for A great year for 
CoCoRAHSCoCoRAHS!!
Over 400 new Over 400 new 
volunteersvolunteers
Now statewide and Now statewide and 
spreading to spreading to 
Wyoming, Nebraska Wyoming, Nebraska 
and Kansasand Kansas

4-state map from new CoCo RaHS web site



NeRAINNeRAIN
NeNebraska braska RRainfall ainfall AAssessment and ssessment and 
IInformation nformation NNetworketwork

http://dnrdata.dnr.state.ne.us/NeRAIN/index.asp





Example of Adams County Data from Example of Adams County Data from 
Nebraska Nebraska ---- NeRAINNeRAIN



CoCoRaHS CoCoRaHS 
map for map for 
June 9, June 9, 
20042004

Golden, Golden, 
Colo.Colo.



CoCoRaHS CoCoRaHS 
map for map for 

August 19, August 19, 
20042004

Jefferson Jefferson 
CountyCounty



CoCoRAHSCoCoRAHS
map for map for 

August 19, August 19, 
20042004

Boulder Boulder 
CountyCounty



For more information visit theFor more information visit the
CoCoCoCo RaHSRaHS Web siteWeb site

http://http://www.cocorahs.orgwww.cocorahs.org
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Colorado Climate CenterColorado Climate Center
Data and Power Point Presentations available for Data and Power Point Presentations available for 
downloadingdownloading

http://ccc.atmos.colostate.eduhttp://ccc.atmos.colostate.edu
click on “Drought”  click on “Drought”  
then click on “Presentations”then click on “Presentations”


