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Colorado governor, lawmakers
back off switch to paper ballots

DENVER — State leaders backed off a
plan Wednesday to switch to paper ballots
this year, leaving counties free to use elec-
tronic voting machines that were consid-
ered unfit until about a month ago.

Gov. Bill Ritter and many lawmakers had
pushed for paper ballots in 2008 but re-
versed themselves in the face of opposi-
tion from county clerks.

Secretary of State Mike Coffman had de-
certified most of the electronic equipment
used in Colorado in December, citing ac-
curacy and security concerns. But he re-
certified all of it after testing new fixes and
talking to county clerks.

With time running out to make the
change to paper, Ritter said Coffman’s de-
cision to recertify the machines, com-
bined with the clerks’ opposition to the
switch, led him to change his mind.

Money also became an issue. State offi-
cials had planned to spend $11 million to
pay for the switch to paper, but most of
that money dried up this week as lawmak-
ers finalized their proposed budget.

— The Associated Press

JUST WEIRD

Gift-wrapped soldier answers
s te p d a u g h te r ’s birthday wish

SANFORD, Mich. — At her seventh
birthday party, Amber Birdsall thought the
huge gift box wrapped in pink paper likely
hid a pair of bicycles.

She was wrong. Inside was something
she wanted even more — her stepfather, a
soldier who had been deployed overseas.

“This is way better than bikes,” Amber
said.

The surprise began a few weeks ago
when Amber told her inquiring mother
that all she wanted for her birthday was to
have her stepfather return home from
serving in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Her mother, Trisha Johnson, 34, relayed
Amber’s wish to her 39-year-old husband
the same day that the girl expressed it.
Army Spc. Glenn Johnson immediately
started on the paperwork, not expecting
his request for a leave to be granted be-
cause he is scheduled to come home for
good in June.

Much to their surprise, his request for
more than a week of leave was granted.

When Amber and her 9-year-old sister,
Kathy Birdsall, opened a colorfully
wrapped refrigerator box, Glenn Johnson
was inside.

— The Associated Press

Blood for transfusions may need
to have a shelf life, study finds

ATLANTA — Heart surgery patients are
more likely to die or suffer problems if
they received transfusions of blood that is
more than 2 weeks old rather than fresher
blood, according to a study that adds to
the debate about the shelf life of blood.

Although not the final word, the study
underscores concerns that blood deterio-
rates with age and that rules allowing
blood to be stored for six weeks may pose
a safety risk, at least for certain patients.

The report was limited to heart surgery
patients, but similar results have been
shown in smaller studies that looked at
other types of patients.

The Food and Drug Administration’s
six-week rule allows blood centers to en-
dure shortages in donations and to main-
tain supplies of rare blood types.

The study’s lead author, Dr. Colleen
Gorman Koch of the Cleveland Clinic, did
not call for an immediate change to the
FDA rule. But Koch said a more rigorous
study is already under way that could car-
ry the scientific weight to persuade the
FDA to reconsider its policy.

— The Associated Press

Spr ing
The official start
to state’s most
u n p re d i c t a b l e
season arrives

St a p l e s
Far m
plan
goes to
county
Developer says
it’s his final shot
By Cara O’Br ien
Reporter-Herald Staff Writer

A developer twice denied by
the city of Loveland will now
seek approval from Larimer
Co u n t y.

On Tuesday night, Western
States Enterprises Inc. present-
ed its development plans for
23 homes on just less than 16
acres at Staples Farm.

The land is in unincorporated
Larimer County, south of West
Fifth Street and east of Taft Av-
e n u e.

After 30 people from the com-
munity spoke about the project
— mostly against it — the Love-
land City Council denied the
annexation and development
plans, citing concerns about
d e n s i t y.

The same issue resulted in
denial of the project in 2002.

On Wednesday, Western
States president Jeff Diette said
the company will give up trying
to annex and develop in Love-
land.

“After last night’s meeting, if
we can’t process through the
county, they really don’t have a
marketable property, and it’s
fr ustrating,” Diette said.

“We can’t just keep lowering
the number of lots because it’s
just not feasible for me as a de-
veloper, for my company.”

Diette said the company will
revise the development plan to
decrease the density somewhat
before taking it to the county.

Larry Timm, director of plan-
ning and building services for
Larimer County, said the county
has an intergovernmental
agreement with Loveland to
send development to the city

Reporter-Herald Staff

ou pause, lifting your face
to the sun. A light breeze
carries the scent of spring.
A thin veil of clouds on the

far horizon gives way to a full blue
sky. This is why you live in Col-
o ra d o.

Twenty minutes later, it’s snow-
ing.

“That’s the neat thing about
spr ing,” said Colorado State Cli-
matologist Nolan Doesken. “It ’s
the one time of year practically
everything happens — the only
thing we lack ... is subzero tem-
p e ra t u re s. ”

Starting today, and in the next
eight weeks, people living on the
Front Range should expect “ever y
weather element there is — ra i n ,
snow, thunderstorms, lightning,
hail, warm days, cold days, fog
and even the possibility of severe
weather, especially in May,” said

Springtime in history
April 12, 1997: Low temperature sinks to
9 degrees, the latest for single digits.
April 30, 1992: High temperature of 88 de-
grees is the warmest April day on record.
May 29, 2000, and June 7, 2000: Highs
reach 98 and 97 degrees, respectively, helping
to dry out the forest before the Bobcat Gulch
fire west of Loveland, which started in June.

When do I plant my tomatoes?
Area gardeners often get the urge to plant

hothouse plants such as tomatoes in mid-
April, when daytime high temperatures climb
into the 70s and even the low 80s.

Take note, however, that the average final
freeze date for the region is in the second
week of May.

According to the Northern Colorado Water
Conservancy District, gardeners have a 70 per-
cent chance of losing their plants to a freeze
if they put them in the ground by May 1.
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But we need the moisture ...
Forecasters say of all seasons, the weather

in spring is the toughest to predict. Wh e n
cold and warm air systems collide, they can
wreak havoc, or at least crimp people’s plans.

And when systems bring moisture from the
Gulf of Mexico, all bets are off. “We could be
thinking there will be drought conditions,”
Nolan Doesken said, “and in one fell swoop,
t h e re ’s a total change in the picture.”

Doesken said without spring snow, the re-
gion thirsts.

Reporter-Herald/JENNY SPARKS
A honeybee takes flight after collecting nectar from a Japanese iris flower Wednesday near the Loveland Public Library.
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Springtime in history
April 11, 2005: More than a foot of snow
falls in Loveland, only a day after sunny,
warm weather.
April 24, 1997: Snow fell at more than an
inch an hour through most of the day, total-
ing 2.33 inches of precipitation as recorded by
the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy Dis-
tric t.

March 27, 2000
Benson Sculpture Park

June 18, 2000
Bobcat Gulch

May 22, 2003
Alpine Visitor Center, RMNP

May 3, 2001
L ove l a n d

Y

See Spring, Page A2

See Staples, Page A2

President Bush: “The
surge ... has opened
the door to a major
strategic victory in
the broader war on
t e r ro r. ” — Page D1

Iraqi government clears
major obstacle to
provincial elections,

but progress in the
country remains slow
— Page A2

Traffic-stopping marches, solemn memorials as
US marks 5th anniversary of Iraq war — Page A2
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5 years in IraqLouise Fjeld of
Loveland re-

flects during a
moment of si-

lence at a vigil
Wednesday to
mark the fifth
anniversary of

the war. The
L ove l a n d

Pe a c e m a ke r s
vigil drew

more than
40 people

d ow n tow n .
Repor ter-Herald/

CHRISTOPHER STARK

Also at City Council
After much discussion Tuesday

night, the Loveland City Council ap-
proved the annexation and prelimi-
nary plans for about 2.5 acres south-
west of the intersection of South Taft
Avenue and Southwest 14th Street.

The proposal, called Westview Place
Commercial Addition, initially came
before the council planned for a
mixed-use commercial development.

But after much council discussion,
it was decided the property would
be used for office spaces only, unless
a special review allows otherwise,
City Manager Don Williams said.

“(Councilor Walt Skowron) thought
the range of uses ... was too broad
for that little site,” Williams said.

Three councilors attempted to re-
quire only left-in and left-out access
to the parcel but were voted down
by the other six council members.
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Colorado governor, lawmakers
back off switch to paper ballots

DENVER — State leaders backed off a
plan Wednesday to switch to paper ballots
this year, leaving counties free to use elec-
tronic voting machines that were consid-
ered unfit until about a month ago.

Gov. Bill Ritter and many lawmakers had
pushed for paper ballots in 2008 but re-
versed themselves in the face of opposi-
tion from county clerks.

Secretary of State Mike Coffman had de-
certified most of the electronic equipment
used in Colorado in December, citing ac-
curacy and security concerns. But he re-
certified all of it after testing new fixes and
talking to county clerks.

With time running out to make the
change to paper, Ritter said Coffman’s de-
cision to recertify the machines, com-
bined with the clerks’ opposition to the
switch, led him to change his mind.

Money also became an issue. State offi-
cials had planned to spend $11 million to
pay for the switch to paper, but most of
that money dried up this week as lawmak-
ers finalized their proposed budget.

— The Associated Press
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Gift-wrapped soldier answers
s te p d a u g h te r ’s birthday wish

SANFORD, Mich. — At her seventh
birthday party, Amber Birdsall thought the
huge gift box wrapped in pink paper likely
hid a pair of bicycles.

She was wrong. Inside was something
she wanted even more — her stepfather, a
soldier who had been deployed overseas.

“This is way better than bikes,” Amber
said.

The surprise began a few weeks ago
when Amber told her inquiring mother
that all she wanted for her birthday was to
have her stepfather return home from
serving in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Her mother, Trisha Johnson, 34, relayed
Amber’s wish to her 39-year-old husband
the same day that the girl expressed it.
Army Spc. Glenn Johnson immediately
started on the paperwork, not expecting
his request for a leave to be granted be-
cause he is scheduled to come home for
good in June.

Much to their surprise, his request for
more than a week of leave was granted.

When Amber and her 9-year-old sister,
Kathy Birdsall, opened a colorfully
wrapped refrigerator box, Glenn Johnson
was inside.

— The Associated Press

Blood for transfusions may need
to have a shelf life, study finds

ATLANTA — Heart surgery patients are
more likely to die or suffer problems if
they received transfusions of blood that is
more than 2 weeks old rather than fresher
blood, according to a study that adds to
the debate about the shelf life of blood.

Although not the final word, the study
underscores concerns that blood deterio-
rates with age and that rules allowing
blood to be stored for six weeks may pose
a safety risk, at least for certain patients.

The report was limited to heart surgery
patients, but similar results have been
shown in smaller studies that looked at
other types of patients.

The Food and Drug Administration’s
six-week rule allows blood centers to en-
dure shortages in donations and to main-
tain supplies of rare blood types.

The study’s lead author, Dr. Colleen
Gorman Koch of the Cleveland Clinic, did
not call for an immediate change to the
FDA rule. But Koch said a more rigorous
study is already under way that could car-
ry the scientific weight to persuade the
FDA to reconsider its policy.

— The Associated Press
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A developer twice denied by
the city of Loveland will now
seek approval from Larimer
Co u n t y.

On Tuesday night, Western
States Enterprises Inc. present-
ed its development plans for
23 homes on just less than 16
acres at Staples Farm.

The land is in unincorporated
Larimer County, south of West
Fifth Street and east of Taft Av-
e n u e.

After 30 people from the com-
munity spoke about the project
— mostly against it — the Love-
land City Council denied the
annexation and development
plans, citing concerns about
d e n s i t y.

The same issue resulted in
denial of the project in 2002.

On Wednesday, Western
States president Jeff Diette said
the company will give up trying
to annex and develop in Love-
land.

“After last night’s meeting, if
we can’t process through the
county, they really don’t have a
marketable property, and it’s
fr ustrating,” Diette said.

“We can’t just keep lowering
the number of lots because it’s
just not feasible for me as a de-
veloper, for my company.”

Diette said the company will
revise the development plan to
decrease the density somewhat
before taking it to the county.

Larry Timm, director of plan-
ning and building services for
Larimer County, said the county
has an intergovernmental
agreement with Loveland to
send development to the city
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ou pause, lifting your face
to the sun. A light breeze
carries the scent of spring.
A thin veil of clouds on the

far horizon gives way to a full blue
sky. This is why you live in Col-
o ra d o.

Twenty minutes later, it’s snow-
ing.

“That’s the neat thing about
spr ing,” said Colorado State Cli-
matologist Nolan Doesken. “It ’s
the one time of year practically
everything happens — the only
thing we lack ... is subzero tem-
p e ra t u re s. ”

Starting today, and in the next
eight weeks, people living on the
Front Range should expect “ever y
weather element there is — ra i n ,
snow, thunderstorms, lightning,
hail, warm days, cold days, fog
and even the possibility of severe
weather, especially in May,” said

Springtime in history
April 12, 1997: Low temperature sinks to
9 degrees, the latest for single digits.
April 30, 1992: High temperature of 88 de-
grees is the warmest April day on record.
May 29, 2000, and June 7, 2000: Highs
reach 98 and 97 degrees, respectively, helping
to dry out the forest before the Bobcat Gulch
fire west of Loveland, which started in June.

When do I plant my tomatoes?
Area gardeners often get the urge to plant

hothouse plants such as tomatoes in mid-
April, when daytime high temperatures climb
into the 70s and even the low 80s.

Take note, however, that the average final
freeze date for the region is in the second
week of May.

According to the Northern Colorado Water
Conservancy District, gardeners have a 70 per-
cent chance of losing their plants to a freeze
if they put them in the ground by May 1.
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But we need the moisture ...
Forecasters say of all seasons, the weather

in spring is the toughest to predict. Wh e n
cold and warm air systems collide, they can
wreak havoc, or at least crimp people’s plans.

And when systems bring moisture from the
Gulf of Mexico, all bets are off. “We could be
thinking there will be drought conditions,”
Nolan Doesken said, “and in one fell swoop,
t h e re ’s a total change in the picture.”

Doesken said without spring snow, the re-
gion thirsts.

Reporter-Herald/JENNY SPARKS
A honeybee takes flight after collecting nectar from a Japanese iris flower Wednesday near the Loveland Public Library.
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the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy Dis-
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Also at City Council
After much discussion Tuesday

night, the Loveland City Council ap-
proved the annexation and prelimi-
nary plans for about 2.5 acres south-
west of the intersection of South Taft
Avenue and Southwest 14th Street.

The proposal, called Westview Place
Commercial Addition, initially came
before the council planned for a
mixed-use commercial development.

But after much council discussion,
it was decided the property would
be used for office spaces only, unless
a special review allows otherwise,
City Manager Don Williams said.

“(Councilor Walt Skowron) thought
the range of uses ... was too broad
for that little site,” Williams said.

Three councilors attempted to re-
quire only left-in and left-out access
to the parcel but were voted down
by the other six council members.
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FROM PAGE A1

SPRING:
Season is full of
surprises in Colorado

Don Day Jr. of DayWeather in
Cheyenne, Wyo.

Spring is the one time of year
when the Front Range can have
several cloudy days in a row,
said Doesken, often a source of
irritation for sun-loving Col-
oradans. April, he said, is usual-
ly the snowiest month of the
year in the foothills, and May is
historically the wettest month
in Loveland.

Those spring storms often
come in the form of thunder
and lightning storms that begin
gradually in March and early
April, Doesken said, hitting their
stride in May and early June.

Spring Memories
Even the weather forecasters

have spring days that surprise
them.

Doesken said that in 1999, he
and his family had driven to
Laramie, Wyo., on a sunny 70-
degree spring day.

“We noticed that every time
we ’d drive by an electric ther-
mometer, it would show it was
getting 10 degrees colder by the
h o u r, ” he said. “Then it started
to snow, so we drove back to
Fort Collins on 287. We were go-
ing about 50 miles per hour,
and the wind was driving the
snow so powerfully it was pass-
ing us.”

Day said he laughs a bit each
spring, because “people forget
so easily — it’s amazing how
our weather memory goes away
so quickly.”

Last year in early June, for ex-
ample, much of the area got
snow, he said. It has happened
before, but many were sur-
prised, because they’d had
glimpses of sunny, warm
we a t h e r.

“The only two months in the
Front Range that don’t usually
have measurable snow are July
and August,” Day said. “We ’re
usually safe from snow by the
third week of May, but you nev-
er know.”

S0 What’s Ahead?
What do Day and Doesken

predict for this spring?
“We ’re seeing a lot of really

stormy weather in the Midwest
and on the East Coast,” Da y
said. “Across the lower 48 states,
it’s going to be a very active
March and April in terms of
storms. The eastern and central
areas of the country will get it
worse than here, but Colorado
will get in on some of it.”

Doesken said that rapid
change characterizes spring.

“We will probably see an
abrupt change from one condi-
tion to another from one day to
a n o t h e r, ” he said, “or we could
see a whole line of weather con-
ditions all in the same day.”

It ’s spring as usual.

RH IR AQ CA S UA LT I E S

As of Wednesday, at least 3,992
members of the U.S. military have
died since the beginning of the Iraq
war in March 2003. The figure in-
cludes eight military civilians. At least
3,251 died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, according to the military’s num-
bers. The AP count is four more than
the Defense Department’s tally, last
updated at 8 a.m. Wednesday.

The British military has reported
175 deaths; Italy, 33; Ukraine, 18;
Poland, 21; Bulgaria, 13; Spain, 11;
Denmark, seven; El Salvador, five;
Slovakia, four; Latvia, three; Estonia,
Netherlands, Thailand, Romania, two
each; and Australia, Hungary, Kaza-
khstan, South Korea, one death each.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

• A soldier was killed Wednesday in
a vehicle rollover in Diyala province.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

• Army Spc. Lerando J. Brown,
27, Gulfport, Miss.; died Saturday in
Balad of injuries from a noncombat
incident; assigned to the 288th Sap-
per Company, 223rd Engineer Battal-
ion, Mississippi Army National Guard,
Houston, Miss.

• Two Army soldiers died Monday
in Baghdad when their vehicle struck
an explosive. Both were assigned to
the 1st Battalion, 68th Armor Regi-
ment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colo.

Killed were Staff Sgt. Michael D.
Elledge, 41, Brownsburg, Ind., and
Spc. Christopher C. Simpson, 23,
Hampton, Va.

— The Associated Press

for annexation first.
“If the city denies the an-

nexation, then they can come
back to the county and they
can apply for that develop-
ment through the county,”
Timm said.

But because the county
likes to follow the standards
in the city’s plans, Timm said,
the county Planning Com-
mission and the county com-
missioners would have to
carefully examine why the
Loveland City Council denied
the project.

“T h e re ’s certainly no guar-
antee. It would be reviewed
by its merits,” Timm said. “It
kind of raises a question, why
is this being denied?”

Timm said the county also
would mandate that if the city
eventually requests annexa-
tion of the property, the own-
ers would have to annex into
L ove l a n d .

Diette said the company
has not yet revised its plans
and has not yet approached
the county directly.

But he said it plans to move
forward soon.

“We ’re just running out of
options here,” Diette said.

From Page A1

S TA P L E S :
Options run low

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pro t e s t e r s
blocked traffic and government build-
ings in Washington, acted out a Bagh-
dad street scene in Syracuse, N.Y., and
banged drums in a parade through San
Francisco on Wednesday to mark the
fifth anniversary of the U.S. invasion of
Ira q.

In other, more somber observances,
organizers set up a two-mile display of
about 4,000 T-shirts in Cincinnati,
meant to symbolize the members of
the U.S. military killed in Iraq, while in
Louisville, Ky., demonstrators lined
rows of military boots, sandals and
c h i l d re n ’s tennis shoes on the steps of
a courthouse.

Laurie Wolberton of Louisville, Ky.,
whose son just finished an Army tour
of duty in Iraq, said she fears the wors-
ening U.S. economy has caused Ameri-
cans to forget about the war.

“We ’re not paying attention any-
m o re, ” she said. “My son has buried
his friends. He’s given eulogies, he’s
had to go through things no one
should have to go through, and over
here they’ve forgotten. They just go
shopping instead.”

On previous anniversaries, tens of
thousands of people marched through
major U.S. cities, and more than
100,000 gathered on several occasions
leading up to the invasion.

Only a few hundred mustered for
one of Wednesday’s largest gatherings,
in Washington, the crowds’ size per-
haps kept in check by a late-winter
storm system that stretched the length
of the country.

Dozens of people were arrested,
most of them at demonstrations in San
Francisco, Washington and Syracuse.

In Anchorage, Alaska, vandals
dumped a gallon of red paint on a war
veterans memorial, police spokesman
Lt. Paul Honeman said.

Demonstrators also converged in
Ohio, where more than 20 vigils, rallies,
marches and other events were
planned.

Outside a military recruitment office
in Washington, protesters were met by
a handful of counterdemonstrators,

one of several shows of support for the
war and the troops.

Colby Dillard, who held a sign read-
ing, “We support our brave military
and their just mission,” pointed to
some red paint that one of the war
protesters had splattered on the side-
walk.

“The same blood was spilled to give

you the right to do what you’re doing,”
said Dillard, who said he served in Iraq
in 2003.

The Iraq war has been unpopular
both abroad and in the United States,
although a poll in December showed
that growing numbers think the U.S. is
making progress and eventually will be
able to claim some success in Iraq.

Provincial elections likely this year

From Page A1

BAGHDAD (AP) — Un d e r
strong U.S. pressure, Iraq’s
presidential council signed
off Wednesday on a measure
paving the way for provincial
elections by the fall, a major
step toward easing sectarian
rifts as the nation marks the
fifth anniversary of the war.

The decision by the coun-
cil, made up of the country’s
president and two vice presi-
dents, lays the groundwork
for voters to choose new
leaders of Iraq’s 18
provinces. The elections
open the door to greater

Sunni representation in re-
gional administrations.

Many Sunnis boycotted
the last election for provin-
cial officials in January 2005,
enabling Shiites and Kurds
to win a disproportionate
share of power at the ex-
pense of the Sunnis — e ve n
in areas with substantial
Sunni populations.

That helped fuel the Sun-
ni-led insurgency and the
wave of sectarian bloodlet-
ting which drove the country
to the brink of civil war be-
fore President Bush rushed

nearly 30,000 U.S. reinforce-
ments to Iraq last year.

The decision by the coun-
cil came two days after Vice
President Dick Cheney visit-
ed Baghdad to press Iraqi
leaders to overcome their
differences and take advan-
tage of a lull in violence to
make progress in power-
sharing deals to heal sectari-
an and ethnic divisions.

A spokesman for the
biggest Sunni bloc, Saleem
Abdullah, said Cheney
pushed hard for progress on
the provincial elections as

well as a long-stalled mea-
sure to share the country’s
oil wealth.

Although many details
must still be worked out be-
fore a vote can be scheduled,
the council’s decision
Wednesday makes it likely
that a vote can take place
later this year.

“This is a good, positive
step to enhance national
unity and defuse the politi-
cal tension,” Nasser al-Ani, a
Sunni lawmaker and presi-
dential council spokesman,
told The Associated Press.

m i l e s to n e

The Associated Press
Masked protesters are arrested by police Wednesday in Washington, D.C., after they would
not move out of an intersection during a protest against the war in Iraq.
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