


- Assessment of current water conditions

- Precipitation Forecast

- Recommendations for Drought Monitor





3-month SPI



6-month SPI



12-month SPI



7 Day Precipitation Animation 22-28 February 2010









Grand Lake 1NW
Grand Lake 1 NW
2010 Water Year
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Upper Colorado River Basin





Snowpack: 63%
Elevation: 10,900 ft





Snowpack: 42%
Elevation: 8,340 ft



Colorado SNOTEL



Snowpack: 57%
Elevation: 9,540 ft





Snowpack: 101%
Elevation: 11,300 ft





Snowpack: 75%
Elevation: 10,340 ft





Snowpack: 95%
Elevation: 10,707 ft





Snowpack: 93%
Elevation: 10,040 ft



Snotel WYTD Precipitation % Average



Snotel WYTD Precipitation % Average



Snotel WYTD Precipitation % Average 1 Week Change



Snotel WYTD Precipitation % Average 1 Week Change





Streamflow 23 February 2010
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1-3 Day Outlook 

http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



5 Day Outlook

http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



5 Day Outlook Colorado

http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/







Decisions


 
In light of the recent moisture in Grand County, the 
decision was made to leave the Drought Monitor at the 
Status Quo for this week.





Summary


 

Modest amounts of precipitation fell last week over much of the state, including the 
northern and central mountains. For the month of February, over 100% of normal 
precipitation fell along the eastern plains. The driest areas were Moffat county, south 
around the Rio Grande basin, and through much of the Upper Colorado River 
basin. Conditions continue to look very dry for western WY and drier than average 
for northeastern UT. Water-Year-to-date snotel precipitation changes over the last 
week show slight decreases in percentages throughout most of CO, though basin-wide 
percentages have stayed fairly steady. 

Two fairly minor systems are forecast to move through the region--the first around 
Thursday and the second late Sunday into Monday. Both systems look to bring only 
minor amounts of precipitation to the high country and dry regions. A couple of 
concerns were voiced about the systems this week. The first issue is that a fairly 
strong ridge has settled in to the area, bringing with it warm and dry 
conditions. Second, as the first trough moves through the area, there is the threat of 
high wind. Both these storm tracks have the possibility of being fairly active, but 
there is a good chance that conditions could deteriorate this week. 

The consensus of the webinar/conference call is to continue in "wait-and-see" mode 
for the Grand and Summit county areas. It was suggested that even if we introduced 
some D1 into this small area of the state, it would not be detectable on the national 
drought map. Also, with the continued passage of storms through the area--though 
only minor improvements have been seen--conditions have leveled off with little 
degradation. No other changes were suggested for the current DM map of the tri-state 
region, though we missed the company of our neighbor states on the call. If they have 
anything they would like to add, we would greatly appreciate their emails! If no other 
suggestions are made, it seems that it will be status-quo for the week. 



 

Becky
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