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Weekly Climate, Water & Drought Assessment




Today's Agenda

- Assessment of current water conditions
- Precipitation Forecast

- Recommendations for Drought Monitor



Precipitation/Snowpack Update
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12-month SPI
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7 Day Precipitation Animation 22-28 February 2010

Colorado Precipitation (in) 22 February 2010
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Produced by the Colorado Climate Center utilizing Snotel, NWS, CoCoRaHS and CoAgMet* Preliminary Precipitation Data
Analysis: Inverse Distance \Weighting
*Summer only




Colorado Precipitation (in) February 2010
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Produced by the Colorado Climate Center utilizing Snotel, NWS, CoCoRaHS and CoAgMet* Preliminary Precipitation Data
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February 2010 Precipitation as Percent of Normal

feb10_pn
Feb_PN
B <50
B 50-75
[ 75-90
[ 190-110
[ 110-125
B 125- 150
B 150-175
B 175- 200
. 200

Produced by the Colorado Climate Center utilizing Snotel, NWS, CoCoRaHS and CoAgMet* Preliminary Precipitation Data
Analysis: Inverse Distance Weighting
*Summer only




Colorado Water Year 2010 Precipitation as Percent of Normal
Oct 2009 - Feb 2010
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Produced by the Colorado Climate Center utilizing Snotel, NWS, CoCoRaHS and CoAgMet* Preliminary Precipitation Data
Analysis: Inverse Distance Weighting
*Summer only




Grand Lake INW

Grand Lake 1 NW
2010 Water Year
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LAKEFORK BASIM SMNOTEL for Water Year 2010
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MEW FORK LAKE SMOTEL for Water Year 2010
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WILLOW CREEK FPAS% SMOTEL for Water Year 2010
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BERTHOUD SUMMIT SHOTEL for Water Year 2010
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RIFFLE CREEK SNOTEL for Waler Year 2010
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SCHOFIELD FASS SNOTEL for Water Year 2010
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MINERAL CREEK ZMWOTEL for Water Year Z010
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Snotel WY TD Precipitation % Average

Snotel WYTD Precipitation as Percent of Average
2 March 2010
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Snotel WY TD Precipitation % Average

Snotel WYTD Precipitation as Percent of Average
2 March 2010 ooene
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Snotel WY TD Precipitation % Average 1 Week Change

Snotel WYTD Precipitation % Avg 1 Week Change
2 March 2010
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Snotel WY TD Precipitation % Average 1 Week Change

Snotel WYTD Precipitation % Avg 1 Week Change
2 March 2010
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Streamflow Update
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Streamflow 23 February 2010

Tuesday, Harch 02, 2010 09;30ET
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Reservoir Update
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Lake Granby January Reservoir Storage
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Lake Dillon January Reservoir Storage
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Flaming Gorge February Reservoir Storage
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Precipitation Forecast
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5 Da Outlook

HPC 5-DAY PRECIPITATION
ISSUED: 11529Z TUE MAR 02 2010
EALID 122 TUE MAR 02 2010
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5 Day Outlook Colorado
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Recommendations

U.S. Drought Monitor Fe*nan.23201

<h o
A
Intensity: Drought impact Types:
[] DO Abnormally Dry r~ Delineates dominant impacts |
[] D1 Drought - Moderate A = Agricultural (crops, pasiures,
I D2 Drought - Severe grasslands) i::':/\‘

M D3 Drought - Extreme H = Hydrological (water)
I C4 Drought - Exceptional

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions, L @
Local conditions may vary. Seg acoompanying fext summarny

for forecast statements. Released Thursday, February 25, 2010
http://drought.unl.edu/dm Author: Brad Rippey, U.5. Department of Agriculiure







< In light of the recent moisture in Grand County, the
decision was made to leave the Drought Monitor at the
Status Quo for this week.
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Summary

Modest amounts of precipitation fell last week over much of the state, including the
northern and central mountains. For the month of February, over 100% of normal
precipitation fell along the eastern plains. The driest areas were Moffat county, south
around the Rio Grande basin, and through much of the Upper Colorado River

basin. Conditions continue to look very dry for western WY and drier than average
for northeastern UT. Water-Year-to-date snotel precipitation changes over the last
week show slight decreases in percentages throughout most of CO, though basin-wide
percentages have stayed fairly steady.

Two fairly minor systems are forecast to move through the region--the first around
Thursday and the second late Sunday into Monday. Both systems look to bring only
minor amounts of precipitation to the high country and dry regions. A couple of
concerns were voiced about the systems this week. The first issue is that a fairly
strong ridge has settled in to the area, bringing with it warm and dry

conditions. Second, as the first trough moves through the area, there is the threat of
high wind. Both these storm tracks have the possibility of being fairly active, but
there is a good chance that conditions could deteriorate this week.

The consensus of the webinar/conference call is to continue in "wait-and-see" mode
for the Grand and Summit county areas. It was suggested that even if we introduced
some D1 into this small area of the state, it would not be detectable on the national
drought map. Also, with the continued passage of storms through the area--though
only minor improvements have been seen--conditions have leveled off with little
degradation. No other changes were suggested for the current DM map of the tri-state
region, though we missed the company of our neighbor states on the call. If they have
anything they would like to add, we would greatly appreciate their emails! If no other
suggestions are made, it seems that it will be status-quo for the week.

Becky
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